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Abstract 



An apparatus and method for retrieving a moving picture using a descriptor of a tree-structured moving 
picture index. If the user starts a query for the retrieval of information, a decoder sends an in-index 
highest-order key frame number, in-index edge information and an intra-layer threshold value list of a 
tree-structured moving picture index descriptor stored therein to a server environment. Then, the server 
environment reads a key frame number and sends it to the decoder. The decoder sends a feature 
vector designated by the key frame number to the server environment. Subsequently, the server 
environment first compares the designated feature vector with a query feature vector and, thereafter, 
the compared result with a threshold value and retrieval precision desired by the user to determine 
whether the key frame number is concerned with a query picture. If the key frame number is concerned 
with the query picture, the server environment transfers the retrieved result to a user environment. This 
processing is sequentially carried out on the basis of a sequence of key frame numbers. 
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